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Ahmad Muizz-u'd-Dawlat In order to appreciate the
depth of feeling underlying this yearly commemoration,
the reigns of the early Caliphs must be reviewed.
For, In the story of the family of the Tent, lies the raison
d'etre of the Muharram celebration.

When Muhammad died he was succeeded by his
uncle, Abu Bekr, a man of great prudence and sincere
piety. His rule was accepted by all the Prophet's com-
panions, If we except the Hashemites, who, under the
leadership of JAli, declined at first to take the oath of
fidelity. But the death of Fatima, the wife of 'All, so
subdued the spirit of her husband that he made his peace
with the aged Caliph, who died after a reign of two years,
bequeathing his sceptre to the Iron hand of the incorrupt-
ible Omar. In the twelfth year of a reign of unexampled
glory Omar was assassinated, and his successor was elected
by six of his most trustworthy lieutenants. Othman, the
man chosen by them, had been Muhammad's secretary:
he was not a successful ruler. His helpless character and
resourcelessness of mind succumbed to the burden of his
responsibilities; his subjects rose in arms throughout his
Empire, and the treachery of one of his secretaries
hastened his downfall. The brother of Ayeshah is be-
lieved to have led the assassins, and Othman, with the
Kurdn on his knees, was pierced with a multitude of
wounds. He died in the year 655 A.D., in the eleventh
year of his reign. The Inauguration of 'All put an end to
the anarchy that ensued ; but, with all his bravery and all
the brilliancy of his endowments, JAIf was alike too rash
and too indiscreet to cope successfully with the difficulties
of his position. He was not so much a politician as a poet
turned knight-errant, a religious enthusiast turned soldier.
The first Caliph would have secured the allegiance of
Telha and Zobeir, two of the most powerful of the